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Message of Support

Namaste,

Elamanzi met Caritas Nepal in 2020 at a workshop funded by Caritas Australia in Asset Based
Community driven Development (ABCD). We were impressed by the interest and enthusiasm of
the team attending the training and gifted a copy of the ABCD Toolkit developed by Ikhala Trust and
Elamanzi. We were thrilled when Caritas Nepal undertook to run a full online training course and
requested permission to translate the Toolkit into Nepalese.

Asset Based Community driven Development focuses attention on the strengths and capacities that
communities and organisations already have and builds from there — surfacing hidden strengths
and growing a common vision from which to move forward.

At the heart of Asset Based Community driven Development is a recognition and appreciation of
the gifts and strengths that reside in us and others. The practice of ABCD requires a fundamental
shift in mind-set and an unlearning of labels used in needs-based and deficit models that inform
current and past development practice. We are promoting an alternative development framework
where we:

“Start with what we have and build with what we know”

This ABCD Toolkit is intended to support organisations and communities in appreciating, using
and growing their assets, and shift the development paradigm from a needs to a strengths based
approach.

We endorse the translation of the ABCD Toolkit and give full consent to Caritas Nepal to roll out the
training and adapt the Toolkit as needed.

We congratulate Caritas Nepal for your efforts and wish you all the best with this endeavour in
expanding the ABCD footprint.

Yours in Development,

iy s

Bernie Dolley Ninnette Eliasov
lkhala Trust Elamanzi
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“Sometimes you have to just take the leap
and build wings on the way down” (Anon)
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